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Field Nats exploring Ben Lomond at the 2017 Easter Camp. 

Photograph: Amanda Thomson 

Program 

Thursday 3rd. August Meeting. —Guest Speaker: Documentary Maker Max Moller. 

Sunday 6th. August-Excursion. Venue to be announced at the August meeting. 

Thursday 7th September-Meeting. Guest Speaker: Peter Jarman (with Hans and Annie Wapstra) 

‘Peter Murrell Reserve: 20 years of learning’ 

Saturday 9th. September-Excursion. Peter Murrell Reserve. Meeting point TBA September meeting. 

Thursday 5th. October-Meeting. Guest Speaker: Magali Wright from N RM South will present on 

biosecurity issues. 

Sunday 8th. October-Excursion. Venue to be announced at October meeting. 

Thursday 2nd. November-Meeting. Guest Speaker James Wood from the Royal Tasmanian Botanic 

Gardens will present ‘Experiences with Tasmanian Flora’. 

Note: excursion associated with this presentation will be in February 2018. 

General Meetings start at 7.15 pm for 7.30 pm on the first Thursday of the month and feature a guest speaker on natural 
history (no meetings or excursions in January). Meetings are held in the Life Science Building at the University of Tasmania, 

Excursions are usually held the following Saturday or Sunday, meeting at 9.00 am outside the Museum in Macquarie St, 
Hobart. Bring lunch and all-weather outdoor gear. If you are planning to attend an outing, but have not been to the prior 
meeting, please confirm the details on the club website as late changes are sometimes made. 
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Alum Cliffs Excursion 
6th. May 2017 

P articipants met at the Tyndall Rd. carpark at 
about 9.30am on a fine cool Saturday. The 
day was overcast, and despite forecasts for rain 
and coastal winds, the weather remained dry and 
intermittently sunny. 

The Tyndall Rd carpark adjoins the Kingston Beach 
dog beach, and an assortment of dogs of various 
sizes and shapes, and their owners, were exercising 
on the sand. A mobile coffee shop was also in 
attendance, affording those who arrived early the 
opportunity to partake in a warm beverage. 

The walk begins with a steep climb up from the 
beach along sandstone cliffs and into light dry 
schlerophyll forest. The track is well built and 
benched, and is also well used. On the walk we 
encountered other walkers, runners, and dog 
walkers, though no others could match the relaxed 
amble of field nats. 



View from the track, looking south 
Photo: Deirdre Brown 


All who encountered our group easily overtook our 
investigative stroll. 

In the first gully we spotted a pair of rainbow 
lorikeets, and could hear several more raucously 
squawking. About 2 years ago Sue Robinson from 
DPIPWE gave a presentation on the spread of this 
highly coloured mainland species, which has become 
established in the Kingston area, possibly from 
aviary escapes, and which competes aggressively 
with native lorikeets for nectar and tree hollows. 

In the carpark we had already spotted white 
cockatoos, galahs and possibly long-billed corellas. 
The track emerges out of the forest to cross the 
lower edge of a grassy hill side. This hill slopes back 
up to meet the Channel Highway where it traverses 
Bonnet Hill. At the junction of cliffs and paddock, 
the soil appears darkened and flecked with shell 
fragments, probably the remains of an eroded midden. 
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The track then crosses a gully, where the creek was 
completely dry. The streamside vegetation of ferns, 
Pomaderris and Olearia in the gully was dry and 
wilted, and in fact wilting was evident on the entire 
walk - it has been a long dry spell in this Indian 
Summer. 

There are several large old open grown E. globulus 
along the track, which spread out their gnarled 
branches and offer trees hollows for nesting birds. 

Also near the track we spied a couple of ‘cubby 
houses’ constructed from the ample supply of dead 
branches and sticks which litter the ground. 



Cubby houses by the track 


Photo: Deirdre Brown 

The track climbs up onto a dry hillside of shallow 
gravelly soils and mudstone, marked by E. 
tenuiramis, which is characteristic of mudstone 
regions around Hobart. 

Here lookout points provide lovely views over the 
estuary to Droughty Point and Arm End, and on this 
day we could see a cargo ship anchored in the river. 
A group of flowering mosquito orchids (Acianthus 
exsertus ) beside the track caused members to fall to 
the ground, cameras angled in attempts to capture 
these miniscule plants. 



Acianthus exsertus 
Photo: Amanda Thomson 


We descended into another dry gully, and at this 
point there is a turn off which climbs up the hill 
towards the Brickfields historic site. This track 
eventually emerges on the southern side of Taronga 
Road at the top of Bonnet Hill. 

Bulletin 367 July 2017 






Note on birds 


At this point most of the party turned back, while 
three went on to inspect the Brickfields. A small 
dedicated group went further into the gully to see if 
they could spot some birds. 



Path to the Brickfields 
Photo: Deirdre Brown 


Other observations on this excursion were some 
slime molds and a pseudo scorpion. Kevin found 
several miniscule snails and Amanda spotted an 
unusual scat containing seeds. 



Photo: Amanda Thomson 

We returned to the Tydall Rd carpark by 12.30-1 and 
some ate lunch and watched the midday contingent 
of dogs disporting on the beach. 

This is a pleasant walk for field naturalists or a family 
group with or without dog. Not far from where we 
turned back the track passes below Taronga Road 
and descends via a long set of steps into the gully 
and back up to the Shot Tower. This is a recently 
developed track and has some good interpretative 
signs on the history of the area. 

For many years it was possible to walk the track 
from Kingston to Hinsby Beach in Taroona, partly 
along the coastal cliffs and partly along the rock 
platform at sea level, but land ownership and safety 
issues have caused Kingborough Council to close 
sections of the old track, and replace the route with 
the new route via the Shot Tower. 

Deirdre Brown 


In 1987 Hans Naading (a National Parks biologist and 
Taroona resident) carried out a bird survey of the 
Taroona area which included the Alum Cliffs track. 

He did not note observation of any of the introduced 
parrot species observed on our excursion. 

Bird List (Mick Brown) 

Black headed honeyeater 
Brown thornbill 
Eastern spinebill 
Fairly wren 
Forest raven 
Galah 

Golden whistler 
Green rosella 
Grey currawong 
Grey fantail 
Kelp Gull 

Little pied cormorant 
Little wattlebird 
Long billed corella 
Masked Lapwing 
New Holland honeyeater 
Pacific black duck 
Rainbow lorikeet 
Silver Gull 
Sparrow 

Spotted pardalote 
Starling 

Strong billed honeyeater 
Sulphur crested cockatoo 
White faced heron 
Yellow throated honeyeater 
Yellow wattle bird 

Snails (Kevin Bonham) 

Slim pickings in an area where introduced species 
are often more common than natives. Four native 
species were found on this trip: 

C aryodes dufresnii 
Helicarion cuvieri, 

Paralaoma cf. hobarti 
Trocholaoma parvissima. 

The latter, found by Abbey in one of the wet gullies, 
has not been recorded here before, taking the total 
for the Alum Cliffs to 11 native species. 
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Chauncy Vale Wildlife 
Sanctuary Excursion 
Sunday 4th June 2017 


Attendees: Robyn, Graham, David, Gen, Fiona, Don, 
Kevin, Abbey and Carolina 

C hancy Vale Wildlife Sanctuary is just off the 
Midlands Highway at Bagdad and is one of the 
oldest conservation areas in Tasmania. It was owned 
by Nan and Anton Chauncy, and in 1988 they handed 
it over to the local council. It is currently managed 
by the Southern Midlands Council, Parks and Wildlife 
Tasmania and the Tasmanian Land Conservancy. 



Don and Robyn examine a specimen 
Photo: Genevieve Gates 


The sanctuary encompasses the top of a narrow 
valley with predominantly dry sclerophyll and 
patches of wet sclerophyll. Eucalyptus globulus, 

E. tenuramis and £. amygdalina are the dominant 
eucalypt species. Don and I broadly worked out that 
there seemed to be a mainly sandstone bedrock 
on one side of the creek and dolerite on the other. 
After a quick look at the geology map when I got 
home it seemed we were pretty close, but with bits 
of mudstone and siltstone scattered throughout. 

The weather was perfect for wandering, calm and 
cool and luckily the rain held off. We first wandered 
up around the Winter Track, crossed over the 
creek which was quite dry and headed up to Guvy’s 
Lagoon. The lagoon was a beautiful bed of lush 
moss, and not much lagoon to be seen, although it 
was the perfect lunch stop. Gen spotted a fantastic 
log with a large splattering of a beautiful pale purple 
slime mould, and Kevin found some freshwater 
snails hiding under the logs. 

We wandered our way back down to the carpark 
and all up it was a lovely day as usual. 

Fiona Walsh 


Plants (Annabel Carle) 

Acacia dealbata 
Acacia melanoxylon 
Acacia verticillata 
Acaenasp 

Asplenium bulbiferum 
Asplenium flabellifolium 
Asterotrichion discolor 
Astroloma humifusum 
Barbula sp. (bryophyte) 

Blechnum wattsi 
Breutelia sp. (bryophyte) 

Bursaria spinosa 
Gampylopus sp (bryophyte) 
Gyathodes glauca 
Cladia aggregata (lichen) 

Goprosma quadrifera 
Dianella sp. 

Dichondra repens 
Eucalyptus amygdalina 
Eucalyptus globulus 
Eucalyptus obliqua 
Eucalyptus viminalis 
Exocarpos curressiformis 
Geranium solanderi 
Gonocarpus sp. 

Juncussp. 

Leptospermum scoparia 
Lomandra longifolia 
Microsorum pustulatum 
Notelaea ligustrina 
Olearia viscosa 
Oxalis sp. 

Plantago sp. 

Poa labillardierei 

Polytrichum juniperinum (bryophyte) 
Pomaderris apetala 
Pteridium esculentum 
Ptychomnion aciculare (bryophyte) 
Pultenaea juniperina 
Usneasp. 

Viola hederacea 
Wahlenbergia sp. 

Zieria arborescens 


Fungi list (Genevieve Gates) 

Agaricus sp. 

Bovista brunnea 
Galocera guepinioides 
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Clavaria coralloides 
Clitocybe brunneoceracea 
Cortinarius 'lilac and cream ' 

Crepidotus nephrodes 
Geastrum schmidelii 
Gerronema sp. 

Gymnopilus allantopus 
Gymnopus aff. dryophila 
Heterotextus peziziformis 
Hygrocybe firma 
Laccaria sp. 

Lepiota 'creamy yellow with violet-brown scales' 

Lepiota fuliginosa 

Lepista aff. luscina 

Leucopaxillus eucalyptorum 

Lichenomphalia chromacea 

Macrolepiota clelandii 

Mycena albidofusca 

Mycena carmeliana 

Mycena clarkeana 

Mycena vinacea 

Oudemansiella gigaspora 

Perenniporia ochroleuca 

Pluteus atromarginatus 

Podoserpula pusio 

Postia pelliculosa 

Rhodocybe lateritia 

Rickenella fibula 

Stereum illudens 

Stropharia semiglobata 

Tricholoma aff. Terreum 



Photo: Genevieve Gates 

Snails (Kevin Bonham) 
Native: 

Garyodes dufresnii 
Helicarion cuvieri * 

Paralaoma sp “Knocklofty” 

P. discors 
P. hobarti 
Laomavix collisi 


Trocholaoma parvissima 
Planilaoma luckmanii 
“Pseudolaoma” sp “Barron Rock”* 

“Allocharopa” sp “Ghrist College" 

* = new records for Ghauncy Vale. 

Exotic: 

Deroceras reticulatum (slug) 

Arion intermedius (slug) 

Lehmannia nyctelia/valentiana (slug) 

Oxychilus cellarius 

Also, many specimens of a freshwater Gyraulus (not 
identified to species) were seen alive under logs 
at Guvy’s Lagoon, although there was no standing 
water in it. 

Shag Bay Heritage Trail 

Excursion 

8th. July 2017 



Setting out from Geilston Bay 
Photo: Amanda Thomson 


A dozen of us adorned with beanies and scarves, 
gathered on a very fresh and frosty morning 
to explore this short trail at Geilston Bay. It follows 
a small peninsula and encompasses aboriginal 
heritage sites, the remains of a feriliser plant and is 
also a reserve. 

The foreshore track took us under large eucalypts 
and she oaks before opening out to kangaroo 
grasslands. We were accompanied by the calls of 
yellow throated honey eaters. 

Sadly the Bedlam Walls caves which were used 
for shelter by the Aboriginal people, are no longer 
accessible, but the remains of their shell middens 
can be found on the cliff tops. 

We made our way down into Shag Bay, now a 
peaceful inlet, but in the past an industrial site when 
the bay was known as Bonemill Bay. From at least 
1885 the Anglo Australian Guano Company produced 
bone dust from butcher’s waste, guano and 
sulphate of ammonia. The smell from the store of 
rotting bones and carcasses was described as being 
offensive and putrid - the reason for this plant being 
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set in a “nice retired spot surrounded by hills and 
blue gum scrub”. The Tasmanian Fertiliser Company 
took over operations around 1907, producing locally 
used fertiliser and exporting tallow to Russia. By this 
time the structure was a large two storey wooden 
building 200 foot long containing a combined 
cooker, tallow extractor and vacuum drier. The list 
of waste products being processed expanded to 
include human waste, fish and fish bones, dead dogs 
and the blood and other offal of abattoirs, which 
were stacked in “odiferous piles” on the wharf. The 
mill came to an end when, on 28th January 1915, a 
fatal and forceful explosion occurred, killing two 
men and burning the building to the ground. 



Boiler from abandoned fertiliser plant 
Photo: Amanda Thomson 


The remains of the now rusty boiler can still be 
seen on the rock shelf and we discovered only a 
few bleached bones in the muddy inlet. Amanda 
remembered this being a very large and rather 
confronting pile of bones on a previous visit. 



Photo: Amanda Thomson 


Before retracing our steps, a few of us continued 
our walk through the she oaks, up along the 
Government Hills reserve to the high spur 
overlooking the river and the zinc works, from which 
the sounds of a present day industrial site echoed 
across the water. 

Jane Catchpole 
Fungi (Genevieve Gates) 

Tephrocybe sp. 

Calocera guepinioides 
Perenniporia ocrholeuca 


Mycena subgalericulata 
Mycena pitereka 
Calerina sp. 

Meiorganum curtisii 
Heterotextus peziziformis 
Rhizochaete brunnea 
Scleroderma cepa 

Bird list 

Little black cormorant 
Superb blue wren 
Yellow throated honeyeater 



Frosty start to the walk 
Photo: Amanda Thomson 


Library Corner 

The TFNC Library book catalogue has been updated 
to include our recent acquisitions. It can be found on 
our website at: 

http://www.tasfieldnats.org.au/library/ 

Book Accessions since March 2017 

‘The Hidden Life of Trees - What they feel. How they 
communicate' by Wohlleban, Peter (2015) 

Are trees social beings? The case is made that 
the forest is a social network by protecting, 
communicating and warning other trees of 
impending dangers etc. 

‘A Guide to Stag Beetles of Australia' by Hangay, 
George, and De Keyzer, Roger 

A comprehensive account of the 95 lucanid 
species found in Australia - it reveals their 
diversity and beauty and looks in detail at their 
morphology, habitats and ecology and explains 
how to collect and preserve them. 

‘A Field Guide to Spiders of Australia' by Whyte, 
Robert & Anderson, Greg 

Features over 1300 colour photographs, it is 
the most comprehensive account of Australian 
spiders ever published. 
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‘Sharks and Rays of South Eastern Australia - A Field 
Guide to Species of Conservation Value* by Baker, 
Janine, L. 

Provides information on about 40 sharks and rays 
of conservation interest in SE Australia. Species 
headings cover: Description, Distribution, Habitat, 
Diet, Reproduction, Fisheries & Vulnerability. 

If you wish to borrow any of the new books or those 

in the catalogue please email me at: 
librarian@tasfieldnats.org.au or see me in the foyer 

prior to a monthly meeting to arrange collection. 

Annabel Carle, TFNC Librarian 

130 Years of Change on 
King Island 

Celebrating the 1887 Expedition of the 
Field Naturalists Club of Victoria 

In November 1887, 26 members of the FNCV and 
their cook spent three weeks exploring King 
Island, located in Bass Strait midway between Cape 
Otway and Cape Grim. Their aim was to determine 
if the flora and fauna were more closely linked 
to Tasmania or the Australian mainland and was 
the year before the Colony of Tasmania allowed 
settlement on the Island. 

The FNCV report written by A. J. Campbell, 

Professor W. B. Spencer and others, along with 34 
photographs, is a unique census of the state of the 
natural history at that time. 

In 1987, the King Island Field Naturalists Club along 
with members of the FNCV and other naturalists 
clubs from Victoria and Tasmania celebrated the 
100 th Anniversary. 

To celebrate the 130 th Anniversary, the KIFNC is 
hosting a visit from Friday 27 October to Sunday 29 
October 2017. A package tour has been organised 
with King Island Holiday Village, based in Grassy. 

For Tasmanian visitors the package includes meals, 
accommodation, three day guided tours in an ‘all 
terrain vehicle’, and an event dinner. 

Sharp Airlines operate regular flights from 
Launceston and Wynyard to King Island. 

The plan is to retrace the 1887 journey, visiting many 
of the features recorded by the Victorians, and 
observing changes. 

If you would like to arrive beforehand or stay on to 
do more exploring and the KIFNC can assist you. 
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How to join in 

We need to know that you will be attending by 31 
July, with full payment required by 15 September 
to King Island Holiday Village. Please note that the 
KIFNC is not receiving funds from any party for 
organising the event. For the event to proceed the 
minimum number is 15. 

For further information, contact Margaret Bennett, 
KIFNC President, kifieldnaturalists7236@gmail.com 
or 0429 646 211. 

See tasfieldnats website for more detail. 

Pink Robin encounter 

Keith Corbett 

Sib and I had a wonderful experience recently 
(May 3-6) at Cradle Mountain, staying in one of 
the Waldheim cabins (Woornak) for a few days 
to catch the fagus. We noticed a small bird on the 
car side mirror, getting excited at its reflection. It 
turned out to be a pink robin. 

As we were leaving, and sitting in the car, it turned 
up again. I got my camera, and wound down the 
window. It was making a ‘tsk tsk tsk’ call, which 
I mimicked, and there it sat, glaring at me, 30 cm 
away. 

Pm not usually a bird photographer, don’t have the 
patience, but this was one of those moments. 



Pink Robin 
Photo: Keith Corbett 


Advance notice ANN 2018 

Australian Naturalists’ Network 2018 Get-together 
will be held from Sat. 29 Sept. - Mon. 8 Oct. in the 
Grampians region. There is more information on 
the tasfieldnats website. 
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Easter Camp 2017 

14-16 April 

The Easter camp at Ben Lomond also doubled as 
a Federation Weekend for clubs from around the 
state. The camp, held at Rover Ski Lodge (altitude 
1453m), attracted around 40 Field Nats and was a 
great success. Rover Lodge is very comfortable, 
and well equipped - with a huge kitchen and dining 
room, lounge facilities, TV and projection equipment 
for talks. On-site Managers were helpful and kindly 
organised fun Easter egg hunts for the children on 
Sunday! 

Our walks took us to Legges Tor on the first day 
(Friday), second day a large party went out to 
Little Hell and looped back. The third and last day 
was packing up and cleaning, despite the not-so- 
conducive weather some of us climbed Hamilton 
Crags in the morning and we later descended Jacobs 
Ladder with many exploring the Carr Villa track. 

It was excellent to have some younger members 
along. Three small children did a magnificent job of 
walking with the adults and drew great admiration 
dealing with their ‘short-cut’ on the second day! 

Talks were presented on the Friday night by Dr 
Genevieve Gates on Fungi - ‘Fruitbodies and root tips 
reveal a high diversity of Cortinariaceae in Tasmanian 
sclerophyll forests’ and Saturday night by Sarah 
Lloyd on Slime Moulds, ‘Neither Slimy nor Mouldy’. 

All were enchanted by the Ben Lomond 
environment, the geology, fabulous scenery, vistas 
out to Patricks Head and Stacks Bluff and wonderful 
alpine plants! 

Many of us found the endemic, rare cushion plant 
on Hamilton Crags (Veronica ciliotata ssp. fiordensis, 
previously C hionohebe ciliolata). much to all who 

Detailed reports on our findings (which included at 
least one new snail species and a significant jewel 
beetle record) will be published in The Tasmanian 
Naturalist 

Thanks very much to all who helped make this 
weekend such a memorable event. 

Amanda Thomson and Kevin Bonham 




Photos from the Easter Camp by Amanda Thomson. 
See more photos on the TasNats Flickr site. 

The Tasmanian Naturalist 

A reminder that submission of papers for the 
2017 edition of The Tasmanian Naturalist must be 
received by the editors by August 31. 

Guidelines for submissions are available at: 

http://tasfieidnats.org.au 


llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

About The Tasmanian Field 
Naturalists Club 

We encourage the study of natural history and 
support conservation. People of any age and 
background are welcome as members. 

For more information, visit our website 

http://www.tasfieldnats.org.au/ 
or email secretary@tasfieldnats.org.au or 
write to: 

GPO Box 68, Hobart, 7001 

Subscriptions are: 

Family $35 
Single $30 

Single Junior or Concession $25 

Three ways to pay: by cheque to the Club address, 
by Paypal (follow the links on our website or by EFT 
to the Club account BSB 067 102 A/c 2800 0476. 

Your articles and photos for the Bulletin are 
welcome. Please email to the editor at 

tfn.bulletin.editor@gmail.com 

Deadline for the next issue is: 16 October, 2017 
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